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NEW MEXICO INTERSTATE STREAM COMMISSION 

COMMISSION MEMBERS 

ALBERT E. UnON, Chairman, Albuquerque 
S. E. REYNOLDS, Secretary, Santa Fe 
J. PHELPS WHITE III, Roswell 
GEORGE BRANTLEY, Carlsbad 
TRACY SEIDMAN, Wagon Mound 
RICHARD C. JOHNSON, Silver City 
SAMMIE SINGH, La Mesa 
PETER A. CASADOS, EI Guique 
JACK D. COOK, Farmington 

Lt. Col. Kent R. Gonser 
District Engineer 

August 8, 1988 

Albuquerque District Corps of Engineers 
P. O. Box 1580 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103-1580 

Dear Colonel: 

BATAAN MEMORIAL BUILDING 
STATE CAPITOL 

SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87503 

This letter is in reply to your July 8, 1988, letter concerning 
local sponsorship of the Flood Protection Project for the west 
side of the valley of the Rio Grande from San Acacia to Elephant 
Butte Reservoir. 
I will recommend to the New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission 
that the Commission solicit the support of the other interests 
identified in your letter and that the Commission fund a portion 
of the 25% local share of the cost of the project. The funding 
source for this project would be from the Improvement of the Rio 
Grande Income Fund, a trust fund administered by the Commission. 

SER:PBM:pt 

• E. Reynolds 
Secretary 
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COMMlSSJONE!\S 

9ATA.6,N MeMO~IAL. BUIL.OING 
STATE CAPITOL. 

SANTA FE,NEW MEXICO 97503 

: TON A OICKSON, .JI"' .• Cnei,..".,en. Silvel'" Ciey liE. REYNOL.OS. SecI"'etel"'Y. Senee Fe 
... 1. VIN M. STOCKTON. ~eton . 
.JOHN A OEAN. Fel"Tningeon 
FIOEL GUTIE~~EZ. ,jl"'. Velel"'de 

l·o.l.eE~T E UTTON. Albuquel"'que 
J. f::>HEL.PS WHITE 1II.~oewell 
GEO~GE 9~ANTL.EY. Cel"'lebed I WOOO~OW 0 GA~Y Heecn 'April 22, 198~S 
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Lt. Col. David E. Peixotto 
District Engineer 
Corps of Engineers 

.Albuquerque District 
P. O. Box 1580 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103-1580 

Dear Colonel: 

By letter dated February 29, 1984, your office advised us 
that the Rio Puerco-Rio Salado Phase 1 General Design Memorandum 
indicated that an improved continuous levee between the low-flow 
conveyance channel and the floodway on the Rio Grande downstream 
of San Acacia was economically justified. We have also been advised 
that, because of U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service concerns, the pre­
ferred alternative for flood and sediment control, a dam and reser­
voir on Rio Salado, would be faced with institutional complications. 

This office is keenly interested in plans to provide flood 
and sediment control works for the Rio Grande below the mouth of 
the Rio Puerco. It now appears that a continuous levee on the 
west side of the Rio Grande Floodway from San Acacia to Elephant 
Butte Reservoir is the most viable flood.control plan even though 
it does not provide the sediment control that we originally hoped 
could be accomplished. It is my understanding that the continuous 
levee is an authorized feature of·the Rio Grande Floodway that has 
been deactivated while studies were underway on the Rio Puerco­
Rio Salado alternative. This office urges that the Corps reacti­
vate .the levee feature for a continuous levee below San Acacia to 
provide protection for the Bureau of Reclamation's low-flow 
conveyance channel, the Bosque del Apache Wildlife Refuge , commu­
nities, irrigation works, irrigated lands and other works in the 
reach. 

The reach from San Acacia to the north boundary of the 
Bosque del Apache Wildlife Refuge is within the Middle Rio Grande 

·Conservancy District. The levee would extend about 11 miles 
through the Bosque del Apache Wildlife Refuge to its southern 
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Lt. Col. Da~dE. Peixotto 
April 22, 1985. 
Page Two ' 

. .. .. 

boundary_ It appears that the federal government should provide 
local sponsorship for at least the reach of the project within the 
National Wildlife Refuge. This office will work diligently with 
the affected interests to seek a local sponsor for the project. 

.. 

SER:PBM:bmm 

cc: Bureau of Reclamation - Albuquerque 
Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District 
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service - Albuquerque 
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CITY OF SOCORRO 
. . ~ '. 

Angelo Meloro 
MAYOR 

Army Corp. of Engineers 

111 School of Mines 
P.O. Drawer K 
(50S) 835-0240 

Socorro, New Mexico 87801-0329 

Distriot Eng. Lt. Col. David Peixotto 
P.O. Box 1580 
Albuquerque, New Mexioo 87103 

Harold C. Dotson, Jr. 
CITY CLERK 

June 18, 1987 

The Governing body for the City of Sooorro would like to offer this letter of 
support for your projeot. 

"Middle Rio Grande Floodway 
San Aoa.oia. to Bosque Del Apaohe Unit" 

We are aware that the existing levees along the Rio Grande River in this area 
were not designed to aot as flood oontrol levees. We are deeply oonoerned that 
in the event of a major runoff the existing levees are estimated to fail at 
flows over 15,000 ofs. whioh would result in oatastrophio loss of property and 
possibly life. 

Corp. of Engineers to approve this projeot and prioritize it so 
for this projeot oan begin as soon as possible •• 

thank you for your "f~e:~i~ ________________________ _ 

~~~~r..;;;:;.':=;;:~.C;.-f-~~~~~iT'l== ----nladys aoon Desohamps ! C~~~i or .;_ __ 

~;Jt:;;?:i::~ 
GorM'i1ioks 
Counoillor 

~G. 
navidR.JOnS 
Counoillor 

om Chavez­
Counoillor// 

(- r,,/ 
- (, __ l "'_<_ 

Riohard Lopez 
Counoillor 

Carles A. 
// _ Counoillor t£/J ),.. /J -1£-~ //.t:~ I 

> [gelo MEf.!.oro, Mayor 
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Lt. Col. David E. Peixotto 
District Engineer 
Corps of Engineers 

.Albuquerque District 
P. O. Box 1580 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103-1580 

Dear Colonel: 

By letter dated February 29, 1984, your office advised us 
that the Rio Puerco-Rio Salado Phase 1 General Design Memorandum 
indicated that an improved continuous levee between the low-flow 
conveyance channel and the floodway on the Rio Grande downstream 
of San Acacia was economically justified. We have also been advised 
that, because of U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service concerns, the pre­
ferred alternative for flood and sediment control, a dam and reser­
voir on Rio Salado, would be faced with institutional complications. 

This office is keenly interested in plans to provide flood 
and sediment control works for the Rio Grande below the mouth of 
the Rio Puerco. It now appears that a continuous levee on the 
west side of the Rio Grande Floodway from San Acacia to Elephant 
Butte Reservoir is the most viable flood.control plan even though 
it does not provide the sediment control that we originally hoped 
could be accomplished. It is my understanding that the continuous 
levee is an authorized feature of·the Rio Grande Floodway that has 
been deactivated while studies were underway on the Rio Puerco­
Rio Salado alternative. This office urges that the Corps reacti­
vate .the levee feature for a continuous levee below San Acacia to 
provide protection for the Bureau of Reclamation's low-flow 
conveyance channel, the Bosque del Apache Wildlife Refuge , commu­
nities, irrigation works, irrigated lands and other works in the 
reach. 

The reach from San Acacia to the north boundary of the 
Bosque del Apache Wildlife Refuge is within the Middle Rio Grande 

·Conservancy District. The levee would extend about 11 miles 
through the Bosque del Apache Wildlife Refuge to its southern 
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Lt. Col. Da~dE. Peixotto 
April 22, 1985. 
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boundary_ It appears that the federal government should provide 
local sponsorship for at least the reach of the project within the 
National Wildlife Refuge. This office will work diligently with 
the affected interests to seek a local sponsor for the project. 

.. 

SER:PBM:bmm 

cc: Bureau of Reclamation - Albuquerque 
Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District 
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service - Albuquerque 
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