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Comments Response Table 
 

Commenter 
 

Comment 
 

Response 
 

NMDGF 
(Letter of August 20) 

“To prevent sediment and 
other pollutants from 
entering the San Juan 
River, the Department 
recommends developing a 
Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) 
and provides the following 
additional 
recommendations: divert 
water around construction 
whenever possible; 
preserve natural areas 
within the project site; 
maintain natural drainage 
systems; and phase 
construction to reduce 
impervious surface 
impacts.” 
 

Thank you for your 
thorough review and 
recommendations. As 
described in the SEA, 
project disturbance is less 
than 1 acre and does not 
require an NPDES permit 
(Section 402, p. 15). 
However, because the 
project is adjacent to the 
San Juan River, erosion 
and sediment control 
BMPs, such as silt fences, 
straw wattles, and erosion 
control blankets, will be 
implemented to minimize 
impacts on water quality 
(SEA Section 3.1.1, pp. 
13–15; Section 5.2, p. 27). 
If at any time disturbance 
exceeds one acre, a 
SWPPP will be required. 
 

NMDGF 
(Letter of August 20) 

“Following construction, 
disturbed areas should be 
re-vegetated using native 
species that approximate 
pre-disturbance 
communities or those 
suitable under future 
climate conditions. Short-
term erosion control mixes 
may be used for temporary 
stabilization, but all 
permanent seeding should 
use certified weed-free 
native mixes. Native 
ecotypes are available 
through Los Lunas Plant 
Materials Center and 
NMSU.” 

Thank you for this 
recommendation. As noted 
in the SEA, disturbed 
areas will be reseeded 
following construction with 
a weed-free native mix 
appropriate for the San 
Juan River floodplain and 
upland areas, including 
species such as sand 
dropseed (Sporobolus 
cryptandrus), galleta 
(Pleuraphis jamesii), Indian 
ricegrass (Oryzopsis 
hymenoides), and wild 
sunflower (Helianthus 
annuus), (SEA p. 12, Table 
1). Please note this is not 
an exhaustive list. These 
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measures will restore 
vegetation cover and 
provide erosion control 
while supporting native 
habitat conditions. 

NMDGF 
(Letter of August 20) 

“If erosion control blankets 
are used post-construction, 
edges should be buried, 
and non-fused mesh 
materials used to avoid 
wildlife entanglement. 
Blankets should be 
monitored regularly.” 

Noted; thank you. As 
described in the SEA, 
erosion control blankets or 
wattles will be installed in 
disturbed areas to stabilize 
soils (SEA Section 5.2, p. 
27). Wildlife-safe products 
will be selected and 
included in the 
specifications for the 
contractor to obtain.  

NMDGF 
(Letter of August 20) 

“Maintain a vegetated 
buffer zone along all 
watercourses, including 
ephemeral arroyos, to 
minimize erosion and 
sediment delivery.” 

Thank you for this 
recommendation. As 
described in the SEA, no 
vegetation will be removed 
during construction, and all 
work will occur within the 
existing ditch right-of-way 
(SEA Section 2.2, pp. 8–
11).  In addition, a review 
of the USFWS Wetlands 
Mapper confirmed that no 
ephemeral arroyos occur 
within the project footprint. 
Therefore, vegetated 
buffers along the San Juan 
River and adjacent riparian 
areas will remain intact 
and protected. 

NMDGF 
(Letter of August 20) 

“Use engineered drainage 
swales and vegetated 
channel systems rather 
than storm sewers, lined 
channels, curbs, and 
gutters. Swales should be 
gently sloped (4:1) for 
wildlife passage.” 

The project is located in a 
steep ephemeral arroyo. 
While the erosion repair 
would grade the sides of 
the channel to gentle 
slopes as much as 
practicable, the arroyo 
channel is so highly 
eroded that it isn’t possible 
to establish enough 
vegetation to stabilize it. 
Concrete block matting is 
required for erosion 
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protection of the acequia 
pipe.  

NMDGF 
(Letter of August 20) 

“Construction should 
minimize impacts on 
vegetative communities. 
Use existing roads and 
rights-of-way; avoid off-
road driving. Stage 
equipment in previously 
disturbed areas.” 

Concur. As described in 
the SEA, construction will 
use existing access roads, 
staging areas, and borrow 
sites from the previous 
project phase to minimize 
disturbance (SEA Section 
2.2, pp. 9–11; No new 
access routes are 
proposed and impacts to 
undisturbed vegetation will 
be avoided. 
 

NMDGF 
(Letter of August 20) 

“The Project area appears 
to contain wetlands. Avoid 
disturbance where 
possible, avoid disrupting 
hydrology, and replant 
unavoidable impacts with 
appropriate native wetland 
species.” 

Thank you for this 
recommendation. As part 
of the original 
Environmental Assessment 
prepared for the Farmers 
Mutual Ditch Rehabilitation 
Project, a USACE biologist 
conducted a field 
vegetation survey in 2023. 
That survey documented 
sparse, disturbed 
vegetation within the 
project footprint consisting 
of mixed grasses, 
cottonwoods, willows, 
Russian olive, and 
tamarisk, and confirmed 
that no jurisdictional 
wetlands occur within the 
project footprint. The 
USFWS National Wetlands 
Inventory identifies a 0.09-
acre riparian scrub-shrub 
polygon (Rp1SS6MD, 
mixed deciduous) adjacent 
to the ditch. However, 
National Wetlands 
Inventory mapping alone 
does not establish 
jurisdictional wetland 
status, which requires 
hydrophytic vegetation, 
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hydric soils, and wetland 
hydrology. These 
conditions were not 
documented within the 
construction limits during 
the field survey. All work 
will remain within the ditch 
right-of-way, avoiding 
disturbance to the San 
Juan River riparian 
corridor.  

NMDGF 
(Letter of August 20) 

“Consult with USFWS New 
Mexico Ecological 
Services Office prior to 
work; confirm overlap with 
Colorado pikeminnow 
critical habitat using IPaC.” 

Thank you for this 
recommendation. As 
described in the SEA 
(Section 3.2.1, pp. 16–19), 
the San Juan River 
adjacent to the project is 
designated critical habitat 
for the federally 
endangered Colorado 
pikeminnow (Ptychocheilus 
lucius). The Primary 
Constituent Elements of 
this habitat include water 
quality and quantity, 
physical habitat, and the 
biological environment. 
Project activities will occur 
along the riverbank and 
uplands but will not involve 
in-stream work or 
modification of the river 
channel. BMPs, including 
silt fences, erosion control 
blankets, and sediment 
barriers will be 
implemented to prevent 
sediment transport into the 
river, protecting water 
quality. Flow regimes will 
not be altered, and no 
spawning cobbles, nursery 
backwaters, or eddies 
occur within the project 
area. The Corps has 
confirmed critical habitat 
overlap in IPaC and has 
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provided its determination 
to Melissa Mata at USFWS 
New Mexico Ecological 
Services Office for review. 

NMDGF 
(Letter of August 20) 

“The project area lies 
within Crucial Habitat 
(CHAT tool). A thorough 
environmental assessment 
should be completed prior 
to construction, with 
measures to avoid impacts 
to sensitive habitats.” 
 

The original Environmental 
Assessment completed in 
2023 for the entire acequia 
project analyzed impacts 
thoroughly. This SEA 
addresses only the 
impacts of the erosion 
repair project at hand.   
The CHAT tool provides a 
coarse scale view of 
potentially sensitive 
habitats. A detailed look at 
the project site reveals that 
it is outside the mapped 
riparian corridor. SWAP 
habitat mapped at the 
project location is 
Intermountain Dry 
Shrubland and Grassland.  

USACE Regulatory  
(Response of September 3) 

 

”Thank you for 
coordinating with our 
office. I reviewed your draft 
SEA for the above 
referenced project. The 
individual WQC for the 
original Farmers Mutual 
Ditch Rehabilitation EA 
should still be applicable 
based on the email you 
received from Shelly 
Lemon and references to 
the programmatic WQC for 
NWPs is not needed. I do 
not have any additional 
comments. I concur with 
the 404-analysis provided 
in the SEA.”  
 
 

Noted; thank you for your 
review.  

NMED 
(Response of August 7) 

“SWQB reviewed the 
original EA and issued an 
Individual Water Quality 
Certification for the 

Noted; thank you for your 
review.  
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Farmers Mutual Ditch 
Rehabilitation project back 
in May of 2023. 
 
SWQB staff reviewed the 
USACE coordination letter 
for the Erosion Repair 
Project and do not have 
any comments, concerns, 
or objections regarding the 
proposed erosion repair 
work. 
 
Thank you for the 
opportunity to review and 
comment.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
 


