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 SANTA CLARA                                          INDIAN PUEBLO                                                                     
       POST OFFICE BOX 580                                                                                                              ESPANOLA, NEW MEXICO 
         (505) 753-7330                                                                                                                                            87532 
         (505) 753-5375 Fax                                                                                                                     OFFICE OF GOVERNOR 
                  
  
 
 

December 16, 2025 

 

 

 

Christina Schroeder 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  

Albuquerque Division 

4101 Jefferson Plaza NE 

Albuquerque, NM 87109-3435 

 

 

Re: Santa Clara Pueblo Certification for US Army Corps Request for Clean Water Act Section 

401 Certification for the 2026 Nationwide Permits   

 

Dear Ms. Schroeder: 

 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is preparing to reissue its existing Nationwide Permits and 

associated general conditions and definitions. The proposed categories of activities to be 

authorized by the NWPs for which certification is requested are described in the text of the 

proposed NWPs. Nationwide permits numbered 15, 16, 17, 18, 21, 25, 29, 30, 34, 39, 40, 41, 42, 

43, 46, 49, 50, and 59 would authorize activities that may result in discharges and therefore 401 

water quality certification is required for those NWPs. Nationwide permits numbered 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 

12, 13, 14, 19, 20, 22, 23, 27, 31, 32, 33, 36, 37, 38, 44, 45, 48, 51, 52, 53, 54, 57, 58, and A would 

authorize various activities, some of which may result in a discharge and require 401 water quality 

certification, and others which may not. 

 

Section 401(a)(1) of the Clean Water Act (CWA) requires applicants for federal permits and 

licenses that may result in discharges into waters of the U.S. to obtain certification that potential 

discharges will comply with applicable provisions of the CWA, including sections 301, 302, 303, 

306 and 307, and tribal regulatory requirements for discharges into Waters of the United States. 

Section 401 Water Quality Certification is required for activity within the jurisdictional boundaries 

of the Santa Clara Pueblo Reservation and is subject to the Santa Clara Pueblo Law and Order 

Code Title XV – Health and Environment, Chapter 86 — Water Quality Code, adopted as amended 

by the Secretary of the Interior effective as of March 4, 2024 
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This letter serves as the Pueblo’s Section 401 Certification of the 2026 Nationwide Permits.  

 

The Pueblo point of contact regarding the Army Corp of Engineers 2026 Nationwide Permits shall 

be: 

Bernardino Chavarria 

Santa Clara Pueblo 

Office of Environmental Affairs 

dinoc@santaclarapueblo.org 

 

 

The Pueblo appreciates the opportunity and time provided by the Corps to review the Nationwide 

Permits and its relationship with the Albuquerque District. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Bernardino Chavarria, Environment Director at (505) 

753-7326 x1239 or dinoc@santaclarapueblo.org.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

James A. Naranjo, 

Governor 

 

 
Cc: Environmental 

       Forest Luna, USACE 

       Donna Connolly, Counsel 
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