PUEBLO OF LAGUNAI

Environmental & Natural Resources Department

December 16, 2025

Christina Schroeder, Acting Division Chief
Regulatory Division

Army Corps of Engineers, Albuquerque District
4101 Jefferson Plaza NE

Albuquerque, NM 87109-3435

RE: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers request for water quality certification under Section 401 of the Clean
Waste Act for the proposed re-issuance of Nationwide Permits.

Chief Schroeder:

The Pueble of Laguna received treatment in a similar manner as a State to administer water quality
standards and certification programs under the Clean Water Act sections §303(c) and 8401, U.S.C. section
1313(c) and 1341 by the U.S Environmental Protection Agency in December of 2016.

The Pueblo of Laguna received and reviewed the Federal Register notice Nationwide Permits Reissuance
Request for Comments sent to the Pueblo June 18, 2025.

The Pueblo of Laguna certifies all NWPs with the following condition:

1. To ensure compliance with the Pueblo’s Water Quality Standards Sections 11-2-1(A)(3)', 11-2-87,
and 11-2-22(3)(4)(7)°, the Pueblo shall require Nationwide Permit applicants provide the Pueblo’s
Environmental & Natural Resources Department with their preconstruction notification form the
same day the application is submitted to the Corps to lkie@pol-nsn.gov, enrd@pol-nsn.gov, or by
mail at the address below c/o the Environmental & Natural Resources Department.

Accessing Pueblo lands without a permit is considered trespassing as per the Pueblo’s General Civil
Trespassing Code and all non-tribal entities are required to obtain an access permit through the Pueblo of
Laguna’s Secretary’s Office.

The Pueblo is grateful for the dedication of the Albuquerque District’s Army Corps of Engineers staff who
have consistently offered thoughtful guidance and patience throughout this process.

If you have any questions, please contact Leon H. Kie, Water Quality Specialist, Ikie@pol-nsn.gov, or Greg
Jojola, ENRD Environmental Program Manager, gjojola@pol-nsn.gov, or 505-552-7512,

POBOX 194 « LAGUNA + NEWMEXICO + 87026
PH: 505.552.6654 » FX:505.552.6941 + WWW.LAGUNAPUEBLO-NSN.GOV



Sincerely,

Greg Jojola, Environmental Program Manager
Pueblo of Laguna Environmental & Natural Resources Department

'Section 11-2-1(A)(3) — Authority and Purpose — Assure that degradation of Pueblo waters shall be minimized and
that economic growth shall occur consistent with preserving the Pueblo's existing clean water resources.

“Section 11-2-8 — Collaboration with Federal and State Agencies — The Pueblo will collaborate with federal and state
agencies to prevent, reduce, and eliminate water pollution in coordination with programs for managing water
rasources.

Section 11-2-22 — Implementation

(3) Obtain and assess information on the impact of effluents on receiving waters, including the capability of receiving
waters to support designated uses and achieve these LWQS (Laguna Water Quality Standards);

(4) Advise prospective dischargers of discharge requirements, and coordinate with the appropriate permitting agencies
as to the same;

(7) Require that effluent limitations or other appropriate limitations applicable to activities with the potential to
discharge into Pueblo waters be included in any permit as a condition for certification by the Pueblo pursuant to CWA
§ 401, 33 U.S.C. § 1341, as amended.



