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Notes from URGWOM Steering Committee Meeting; June 14, 2001; 10:00 AM;  
Corps of Engineers Conference Room, Albuquerque 

In attendance: 

Cyndie Abeyta, USFWS 

Steve Bowser, USBR 

Ellen Dietrich, SAIC/Corps 

Rhea Graham, NMISC 

Conrad Keyes, Jr., EWRI of ASCE 

Dick Kreiner, Corps 

Bill Miller, WJM Engineering, Inc. 

Nabil Shafike, NMISC 

Gail Stockton, Corps 

Tim J. Ward, UNM 

Dave Wilkins, USGS 

Mark Yuska, URGWOM/USBR 

! Cyndie Abeyta distributed a handout and led the discussion of recommendations from the 
subcommittee to develop a policy for release of URGWOM data to the public. There was a 
great deal of discussion, followed by the decisions that are listed below. 

# The raw data in their original form will not be released by the URGWOM Technical 
Team. These data can be obtained from the originating agency. 

# Digital data used in URGWOM development (1985-2000) will be made available to the 
public after approval from the originating agency. 

# Data to be made available includes the input files that have been modified for use in 
URGWOM. In some cases, data were only available in hard copy and have been entered 
into the electronic database. These data files will be supplied with metadata and a 
disclaimer stating that no support will be provided by the URGWOM Technical Team.  

# A letter will be sent to the originating agencies explaining the intent to release data 
used by URGWOM and requesting formal approval. 

# The proposed timeline is as follows: 
$ August 9 URGWOM Steering Committee meeting: presentation of data and updated 

metadata to the Steering Committee. 

$ September 13 URGWOM Steering Committee meeting: permission request letters 
sent out before meeting; presentation of metadata to federal and state agencies. 

$ October: presentation of data (input files and metadata) to all federal, state, and other 
agencies. 

$ December: input data (1985-2000) and disclaimer available on web site. 

# URGWOM RiverWare models will not be released until they have been tested and 
debugged. Model release would involve providing all of the files needed to run the 
RiverWare version of URGWOM. RiverWare would have to be purchased by the user. 

# Conrad Keyes recommended that, when the data and metadata are posted on the web site, 
the examples of URGWOM runs currently posted be updated using actual model 
input and output. 

# The Technical Team is to supply Cyndie with a list of the agencies and organizations 
to which the request for permission to release should be sent. They will also be 
notified of the October meeting. 
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# Other comments on the draft policy should be sent to Cyndie as soon as possible. 
! Mark Yuska distributed a handout summarizing the activities of the Technical Team and the 

status of model development. It is attached to the end of these notes. Additional discussion is 
summarized below. 

# Dick Kreiner commented that URGWOM will be a valuable tool to manage flows by 
refining operations based on current conditions. It will provide an opportunity to 
conserve water during rainy periods and predict diversions and return flows according to 
updated climatic information. 

# Conrad told the group that the Elephant Butte Irrigation District gage data will soon be 
available on their web site. Dick recommended that a representative from URGWOM 
attends one of their meetings and requests an agenda item to discuss sharing data. 
Their meetings are held on the second Wednesday of every month. 

# Dave discussed his work on relating river leakage and flow at the upstream gage. Tim 
Ward asked how the ET Toolbox affects leakage estimates. The response was that the 
leakage estimates are the same, but it reduces the amount of water calculated to be 
intercepted by the riverside drain. 

# Dick stressed the importance of making progress toward database development. This 
effort has lagged behind the other work but must be started. It is tied to project funding. 

! URGWOM funding and budgets were discussed briefly. 

# The Corps has expressed a $1.5 million capability for a Congressional add for 
URGWOM for FY2002. 

# USBR has concerns for their funding that supports URGWOM but had no details. 

# The Steering Committee needs to keep budget information in mind. 

! The next Steering Committee meeting will be held on July 12 at 10:00 a.m. at the Corps 
of Engineers conference room. 
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June 14, 2001 Status of URGWOM Tech Team Activities 
People: 

• Vacation season!  Marc will be out June 22 – July 6, Carole, July 6-23, and Dave, June 29 – 
July 6. 

Activities: 

• A “Bosque ET” reach object and rules were added to the model between Cochiti and San 
Marcial.  The new reach object applies ET Toolbox losses the Rio Grande mainstem. 

• The excel metadata files, agriculture, diversions, ettool, and wastewater, were checked and 
updated for posting on the URGWOM website. 

• Calibration of the middle valley reaches of the model after the latest model improvements 
(RiverWare channel evaporation method, Bosque ET incorporation, 2-seasons, plus minor 
data corrections for agriculture) are completed for 1 of 5 reaches. 

• Completed setting up models with new methods from CADSWES so that rules are not 
needed in the model for physical processes, e.g. surface water evap, SJ losses below Cochiti, 
updated sediment methods, etc. 

• The SJ loss method below Cochiti has a bug that will be fixed by this week’s new release of 
RiverWare.  

• Completed set up of models so that the WaterOps and Accounting models have the same 
layout. 

• Setting up process to allow Reservoir Control to run the WaterOps model weekly.  Will test 
next week. 

• Still helping with debugging/enhancing ruleset based on comments from Don, and historic 
comparisons. 

• Enhanced Forecast model–Summations of actual (measured to date at forecast point) and 
remaining inflow for informational purposes. Included Del Norte forecast point to provide 
info to Colorado. 

• Beginning to use “Hypothetical Simulation” function in ruleset to solve for constraint 
releases (minimum flows and channel capacity flows) below Cochiti. 

• Developed relationships between reach river leakage and flow at the upstream gage 

• Developed a RiverWare model of the Middle Valley with the leakage-flow relationships 
using rules 

• Evaluated the difference in leakage using the original estimates and the rulebased estimates 
for 1985-87 

• Made a crude estimate of the effects of pumpage on river leakage by removing the “well” file 
from a MODFLOW simulation  

• 1980-97 and comparing river leakage to a simulation with the “well” file in the model 

• Documenting the Water Operations Model Ruleset 

• Recording all presentations, published documents, and photographs in a binder compiled by 
Danielle 
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• We are also listing current models and databases they use. 

Meetings: 

• Carole, Marc, and Mark participated in the RiverWare User’s Group Meeting 6/12-13/01, and 
Mark presented new development. 

• The tech team met 5/30/01 and discussed middle valley enhancements to begin or continue. 

• Carole, Marc, and Mark met with the data provision subcommittee to form a proposal 
5/17/01. 

• Mark is preparing to present Forecast Model needs and uses at the AWRA conference at 
Snowbird, Utah, 6/27/01, with others from WaRSMP 

• The Mark met with Steve Kolk and Drew Baird of USBR 5/14/01 to finalize new sediment 
equations. 

Issues requiring Steering Committee Considerations: 

• Make sure CADSWES’ FY2001 contract gets enacted. 

• Develop a plan for data and model provisions to the public. 

• Think ahead to what future model and analysis tools need to look like. 

• Renew the push to move to HDB as the database system. 
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