
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

    July 20, 2015 

 

 

The Honorable Lawrence Montoya 

Governor 

Pueblo of Santa Ana 

2 Dove Road 

Santa Ana Pueblo, NM 87004 

 

Dear Governor Montoya: 

 

I am pleased to inform you that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has completed 

its review under Clean Water Act (CWA) section 518 of the Pueblo of Santa Ana’s application 

dated January 30, 2013, as amended, for treatment in a similar manner as a state (TAS) to 

administer the water quality standards and certifications programs under CWA sections 303(c) 

and 401, 33 U.S.C. sections 1313(c) and 1341. Based on that review, EPA is today approving the 

Pueblo of Santa Ana’s application.   

 

Approval of the TAS application means that the Pueblo of Santa Ana is eligible to administer the 

water quality standards program under CWA section 303(c) for waters within the Pueblo as 

identified in the application. Pursuant to the federal regulation at 40 CFR 131.4(c), the  

Pueblo of Santa Ana is likewise eligible for purposes of certification under CWA section 401. 

Per the Pueblo of Santa Ana’s request, EPA has temporarily excluded from its decision today the 

area known as the “San Felipe Overlap” and will await further direction from the Pueblo on this 

area.  

 

Documentation of our review can be found in the enclosure titled Decision Document: Approval 

of the Pueblo of Santa Ana’s Application for Treatment in a Similar Manner as a State for Clean 

Water Act Sections 303(c) Water Quality Standards and 401 Certification. As part of the review, 

EPA solicited comments from appropriate governmental entities and other interested parties 

regarding the Pueblo of Santa Ana’s assertion of authority to regulate water quality for the areas 

covered by the application. The Pueblo of San Felipe, the New Mexico Environment 

Department, the U.S. Forest Service and the Bureau of Indian Affairs provided comments. A 

response to comments is included as an appendix to the Decision Document.  

 

The Pueblo of Santa Ana also submitted tribally-adopted water quality standards for EPA review 

and approval. EPA will provide separate review of the Pueblo of Santa Ana’s water quality 

standards. If approved, those standards would apply under section 303(c) of the CWA to all 

surface waters covered by this approval of the Pueblo of Santa Ana’s TAS application. The 

tribally-adopted water quality standards may be used for the Pueblo of Santa Ana’s decisions 

under CWA section 401 to grant, deny, or condition a water quality certification, prior to EPA’s 

action under CWA section 303(c). 
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EPA looks forward to working with the Pueblo of Santa Ana in implementing its water quality 
programs. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at (214) 665-7101 or contact 
Diane Evans of my staff at (214) 665-6677. 

Enclosure 

cc: Alan Hatch, Director 
Pueblo of Santa Ana 
Department of Natural Resources 

Sincerely, 

14!..f K Honker, P E--.- -
Director 
Water Quality Protection Division 




