
 DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
 CHICAGO DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

 231 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET 

 CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604-1437 

    REPLY TO 

    ATTENTION OF: 

 

 

 
 
 
 

         August 30, 2013 
Technical Services Division           
Regulatory Branch 
LRC-2012-50 
 
 
SUBJECT:  Enbridge Energy Line 6B Maintenance and Rehabilitation Project, Lake and 
LaPorte Counties, Indiana (Two Approximately 5-Mile Segments Crossing Sections 6, 7, and 8, 
Township 35 North, Range 8 East and Sections 1, 2, 3, & 12, Township 35 North, Range 9 East 
in Lake County and Sections 19, 20, & 21, Township 37 North, Range 3 East and Sections 24, 
25, 26, & 27, Township 37 North, Range 4 East in LaPorte County) 
 
IDEM No. 2012-322-45-MTM-A 
 
Rachel Shetka 
Enbridge Energy, Limited Partnership 
1409 Hammond Avenue, 2nd Floor 
Superior, Wisconsin  54880 
 
 
Dear Ms. Shetka: 
 
     Reference your application for a Department of the Army (DA) permit to discharge fill into 
wetlands in association with above-referenced project.  We have verified that the project is 
authorized by Nationwide Permit (NWP) 12/Utility Line Activities as published in the Federal 
Register. The following work is authorized under NWP 12: 
 

Temporarily discharge fill into 31.69 acres of wetland and permanently convert 1.05 
acres of forested/scrub-shrub wetland into emergent wetland.  Temporarily discharge 57.2 cubic 
yards of fill into 24.5 linear feet of various waterbodies in conjunction with the replacement of 
10 miles of crude oil pipeline.  The typical trench excavated in a wetland/waterbody will be 
approximately 9 feet wide and 7 feet deep. (See attached tables for details on wetland/waterbody 
impacts.) 
 

This authorization is contingent upon compliance with the attached Nationwide Permit 
General Conditions and Indiana Regional Conditions and the following Special Conditions:   
 
 

1. The top 12 inches of wetland topsoil must be removed from the excavation area(s) and 
stockpiled separately from other soils for later reuse.  This salvaged topsoil must be 
placed on top of any other authorized backfill materials in a manner restoring original 
grade and compaction.  
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2. Upon completion of construction, the permittee shall restore the wetland soil to pre-
existing compaction, permeability, ground contours, and ensure development of native 
vegetation according to the restoration plan submitted. 
 

3. Monitor the on-site restored wetlands annually for the years 1 through 5, 7, and 10 after 
construction to ensure the impacted wetlands are restored to pre-existing conditions.  The 
monitoring must start no later than one full growing season after the completion of 
construction and monitoring reports must be submitted to this office by December 31 of 
each year until released.  The restored wetlands must meet the same success criteria and 
report format detailed in Special Condition 10.   

 
4. All temporary structures and/or fills shall be removed in their entirety upon completion 

of the project. 
 

5. All unsuitable/excess dredged and excavated material not used as backfill over the 
pipeline shall be removed from the waterway and disposed of at an upland disposal site in 
a manner to ensure no return or erosion to any waterway or wetland. 
 

6. The stream and wetland crossing at mile post 517.5 must be constructed utilizing 
horizontal directional drilling.  If this cannot be done, the permittee must contact the 
Corp of Engineers before starting work on the crossing to determine if a DA permit is 
required. 
 

7. Prior to clearing and construction, standard silt fencing must be installed on both sides of 
the right-of-way and temporary construction workspaces in suitable wetlands and within  
50 feet of wetlands between mile posts 515.5 and 518.0 to prevent eastern massasauga 
rattlesnakes from entering the project area.  The silt fence must be inserted to a depth of 
at least 4 inches into the soil.   

 
8. Erosion control measures detailed in Enbridge’s Environmental Mitigation Plan (EMP), 

shall be placed to prevent discharge material from entering wetlands or waterways.  
These measures must be in place prior to starting work, and their effectiveness must be 
maintained until all work at the site is completed and the area has been stabilized against 
erosion. 

 
9. All wetland and temporary workspace boundaries must be marked prior to starting land 

disturbing activities. 
 

10. You agree to successfully create 11.52 acres of forested wetlands and re-establish 13.8 
acres of forested wetlands, 5.0 acres of scrub-shrub wetlands, 8.7 acres of emergent 
wetlands, and 39.9 acres of herbaceous dry to mesic prairie grassland buffer according to 
the mitigation plan titled Reynolds Creek Wetland Mitigation Plan, Line 6B 2012 
Maintenance and Rehabilitation Program and Line 6B Phase 2 Replacement Project, 
Porter County, Indiana and dated June 14, 2012 (Revised July 23, 2013 and August 8, 
2013).  The construction of the mitigation area must be completed within one year of the 
date of issuance of this permit.  Notification of completion of construction must include 
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as-built plans as provided in the mitigation plan.  The determination of success rests 
solely with this office, and will be made in writing by December 31, 2024, unless the 
monitoring period is extended as detailed below.  The criteria for success will be as stated 
in the final mitigation plan.  You must submit annual monitoring reports to this office by 
December 31, beginning in 2014 after completion of the mitigation area construction.  
Photographs with a 360 degree panorama taken from a fixed point in the mitigation and 
control areas must be submitted with each report.  The report must include 8.5 x 11" scale 
drawings of the mitigation site and the control site showing the boundaries of created 
wetlands, the sample points and photograph locations, and the land/water boundaries at 
the time of each monitoring visit.  Each monitoring effort and report will be based on the 
sampling technique summarized in the plan.  This office reserves the right to determine 
success based on our interpretation of success criteria, the information in the reports, 
and/or site visit(s).  Should we determine that a deficiency exists during or at the 
conclusion of the monitoring period, we reserve the right to compel you to take whatever 
measures are necessary, including starting over, to achieve success within an additional 
monitoring period to be established at that time.  Specific remedial measures to be taken 
will be designed and executed by you and you will be responsible for unsuccessful 
remedial measures.  Should we determine that the mitigation effort is successful, we will 
release you from this condition.  You agree to allow access to the mitigation site by 
Corps employees in the future for study and long term evaluation.  After achieving a 
determination of success by this office, the permittee shall notify and receive prior 
approval from this office for any proposed modification within the mitigation area 

 
11. Within 30 days of the date of this permit you will need to submit to our office for review 

a plan that details how you will provide a minimum of 1.0725 acres of mitigation within 
the Chicago Watershed, 15.6195 acres of mitigation in the Little Calumet – Galien 
Watershed, and 3.55 acres of mitigation in the Kankakee Watershed to compensate for 
temporal loss of wetland and waterway functions as well as overall project impacts to 
waters of the United States.   
 

12. The conditions provided in the Section 401 Water Quality Certification, dated April 26, 
2013 and modified August 13, 2013, from the Indiana Department of Environmental 
Management, are binding and must be incorporated into this project. 

 
13. If portions of the project area that were not surveyed will be subject to ground disturbing 

activities, the permittee shall conduct an archaeological survey and forward it to this office   
No work shall commence in those areas until approval is granted by Corps of Engineers. 

 
14. Once the final curation location has been determined for all portions of the Enbridge Line 6B 

maintenance and rehabilitation project, a list will be provided to the SHPO office within 30 
days of project completion, listing which artifacts are being curated and which artifacts will 
be returned to landowners.  
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